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Professor Angus Kress Gillespie			Wednesdays, 5:35 to 8:35 pm
Phone 732.932.1630					Ruth Adams Building 110-B
Email: agillespie@amst.rutgers.edu			Spring Semester 2014				


Pirates, Mutinies, and Shipwrecks
 Syllabus 01:050:201

Office location:  Ruth Adams Building 024
Douglass Campus
Office Hours:	Mondays 4:00 to 5:00 pm
		And by appointment

Email: agillespie@amst.rutgers.edu
Phone:  848.932.1630
Address: American Studies, Rutgers University
	   131 George Street
	   New Brunswick, NJ 08901-1414
Complete syllabus is available on American Studies Website:
http://amerstudies.rutgers.edu

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanStudiesAtRutgersNewBrunswick
TWITTER: @RUAmerStudies
SITE: http://amerstudies.rutgers.edu/

Learning Goals:
Students completing this course should be able to:

	Collect and organize biographical information on a given pirate and, based on the evidence, determine if this pirate was a hero or a villain.

Collect and organize historical information on a given mutiny and, based on the evidence, determine if the mutiny was justified or not.
Collect and organize historical information on a given shipwreck and, based on the evidence, determine if the wreck was caused by human error or by circumstances beyond human control.



Course Description:

An interdisciplinary study of the art, literature, adventure, lore, poetry, film and learning of the sea with a focus on criminal violence at sea, conspiracies of crews on ships who rebel against their superior officers , and maritime disasters, especially those involving large loss of life. Required reading consists of three classic books as follows:

Treasure Island A novel by Robert Louis Stevenson. The story is told in the first person for the most part by the boy hero; the rest is told in the person of Doctor Livesey. The character of John Silver dominated Stevenson so completely that the outcome is not entirely acceptable from a moral point of view. The book, according to Stevenson, was born out of his fascination with a water-color map he himself drew of an imagined treasure island.

Mutiny on the Bounty Written in the form of a novel by Nordhoff and Hall.  Completely romantic in temper, the book is a great story of adventure based on actual fact. The story of the voyage of the Bounty, which sailed from England in 1787, the mutiny aboard her, the exploit of Captain Bligh in piloting a small boat across thirty-six hundred miles of open sea, the trial of the mutineers, and the final refuge of others on remote Pitcairn Island, are all matters of record. The authors’ free arrangement of material is designed to give to factual narrative the drama and romantic atmosphere of fiction.

Robinson Crusoe A novel by Daniel Defoe.  It is read as eagerly today as when it was first published. At times the narrative seems too detailed since the routine of Crusoe’s life on the island was much the same. But Defoe knew the theatrical device of timing, for no sooner do we begin to tire of reading, the daily account of his hero’s life than a new situation breaks the monotony of Crusoe’s life and of our reading.


Required Reading
Robert Louis Stevenson, Treasure Island. New York: Dover Thrift Edition, 1993
New York: Dover Publications, Incorporated
ISBN 978-0-486-27559-8

Charles Nordhoff and James Norman Hall, Mutiny on the Bounty.
Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1960
ISBN 0-316-61168-9

Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe. New York: Dover Thrift Edition, 1998
Mineola, New York: Dover Publications, Incorporated
ISBN 13:978-0-486-4027-1





Recommended Reading
Marcus Rediker, Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987
ISBN 978-0521379830

David Cordingly, Under the Black Flag: The Romance and the Reality
New York: Harvest Books, 1997
ISBN 978-0812977226

Absence Policy
Time has meanings that speak loud and clear in any organization. It tells the organization whether you care or not.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class.  Please come up to the front of the room and check in before you take your seat.  If you arrive late, be sure to check in after class before you leave.   Students are expected to attend all classes; if you expect to miss one or two classes, please use the University absence reporting website which appears below: https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra to indicate the date and reason for your absence. An email is automatically sent to me.

Disability Services
All special accommodation requests must be brought to my attention during the first two weeks of class. You may contact the Office of Disability Services and ask to speak with a Coordinator (848-445-6800 or dsoffice@echo.rutgers.edu) to discuss accommodations.

Electronic Restrictions
Please do not use your laptops to check emails or surf the internet during class. You should avoid talking on your cell phone or texting during class. Use of laptops, cell phones, PDAs, and other electronic writing/recording devices is prohibited in the classroom. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Course Requirements Classroom Etiquette:
This is a university-level class. Regardless of why you are here, you are expected to act like an adult. In my class, being an adult means completing the reading assignments on time. It means coming to class on time. It means taking notes during class. It means raising your hand to ask a question. It means not talking to those around you while the professor is talking. Being an adult also means raising your hand and asking to be excused before you walk out of the room. Finally, our discussions should be lively, but always respectful. Personal attacks and/or disrespectful remarks will not be tolerated at any time. By deciding to stay in my class, you are agreeing to these basic adult responsibilities.

E-Mail Access
You are required to check your university email accounts on a regular basis for 
news, updates, additional assignments, etc… If you have another email account, then it
is your responsibility to reroute email to your other account. You are also required to check Sakai on a regular basis.

Reading:
Especially note that the due-dates for the exams printed above. Make-up exams will not be given. Also, bring your reading materials with you to each and every class.

Writing: 
Do not use other people’s work without proper citation in this course. Presenting
material other than your own as your own is plagiarism. Instances of plagiarism or cheating on any of the class assignments or examinations will lead to an immediate failing grade for the course as a whole and referral to university authorities. If you have any doubt whether you have cited sources properly, then please contact me.



Weather Emergency Information
When announcements are made, campus status information will also be available through:

    RU-info Channel on RU-tv 3
    RU-info Call Center at 732-445-INFO (4636)
    Texting "Rutgers" to 66746
    Rutgers University Facebook page
    Rutgers University Twitter (@RutgersU)

For more information about the university's policy concerning adverse weather conditions, please visit http://emergency.rutgers.edu/weather.shtml.

Campus status information will also be available through these radio stations and their websites:

    New Jersey 101.5 (FM)
    WCTC Radio (1450 AM)
    WCBS Radio (880 AM)
    The Breeze Radio (107.1 and 99.7 FM)
    WRNJ Radio (1510 AM, 104.7 and 92.7 FM)
    WRSU Radio (88.7 FM)

Additional weather resources from New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station:
Hurricane and Flood Resources
Disasters and Emergencies

Please be advised that the University is rarely closed except under severe conditions such as hurricane or blizzard.  If the University is open, both residents and commuters are expected to attend all scheduled classes and exams.  If you are not present when the University is officially open, it will be counted as an UNEXCUSED ABSENCE.  Please make your travel plans accordingly.

Advising
I will do my best to keep an eye on you and to call you out if I think you look like you need help, but there are a lot of you and just one of me.  It is therefore really up to you to come to me if you need help--on anything.  I come to class early not just to take attendance but also to be available to talk.  I have brief office hours during the break, but we can set up appointments then for longer meetings at mutually convenient times. If you have course conflicts, I can arrange alternate meeting times, just ask. I am happy to help you with course materials, paper and exam preparation, with planning your future, internships, picking a graduate school, and with navigating the Rutgers bureaucracy.  Perhaps, most important, I'm a fairly good listener if you need someone safe to talk to, and I can help you find help if you need it.  

Grading
There will be three hour-long tests—one at the end of the piracy unit, one at the end of the mutiny unit, and one at the end of the shipwreck unit. Each of these hour-long tests will count 30% of your grade, for a total of 90%.  The other 10% of your grade will come from the assessment paper. However, attendance is also a factor.  If you need to be absent from class for a legitimate reason, notify me either in advance or with proper documentation after the fact.  Beyond this, however, you miss class at your own risk. Note that “legitimate reasons” include medical problems, family emergencies and the like; they do not include broken vehicles, scheduling problems at work, or late trains.  Life sometimes does get in the way of attending class, but if you think you may be absent more than two or three times during the semester then it would be better if you took a different course.

In the belief that proper crib preparation is indistinguishable from studying, I have institutionalized and legalized the crib sheet for all three hour-long tests in this course.  You are allowed to use a legal crib sheet.  My purpose is to reduce exam anxiety and to encourage good study habits.  The rules are as follows:

	@ Both sides of a single 8 l/2" X 11" piece of paper may be used.
	@ Cribs must be written by hand--not typed--and signed.
	@ The crib sheet is to be turned in with the test.

Assessment Term Paper  
We are looking for a 1,000 word paper of about four typewritten pages. Papers will be evaluated on their merit--credit is not given merely because papers were completed.  Papers must be generated on the computer or typewritten. Use Times New Roman in 12-point type with one-inch margins all around.  No cover sheet please.  Simply type your name, the course name, the instructor's name, and the date, each item on its own line, single-spaced, in the upper right hand corner of page 1.  Double space down to the paper's title.  Double space thereafter.  Follow either the MLA (Modern Language Association) or Chicago Manual of Style guidelines for the manuscript, citations, and works cited (bibliography).  Grading will be based on content, organization, development, style, and correctness.  Carefully proofread for spelling, typography, punctuation, and grammar.  

Format.  
Papers should be word-processed, double spaced, in Times New Roman, 12-point font, and have one-inch margins.  Your name and the name of the book you are analyzing should be placed in the upper right-hand corner of your first page.  Be sure to place page numbers on each page.  Please staple all pages together.  Please do not use folders or binders, since they are too bulky.  

Writing Guidelines You may wish to consult the American Studies Department website, which has useful information and suggestions on writing essays and term papers in American Studies:
http://amerstudies.rutgers.edu/students-menu/writing-guidelines

Your Assignment
Choose one of the pirates below, and then locate a book that deals with your pirate, either in whole or in part. If you are feeling lavish, you can purchase book online or from a bookstore.  However, I suggest that you simply borrow a book from either the Rutgers Library or your local hometown library. Using a single book, write the paper described above.  Develop a single-sentence argument that addresses this question: Does the author portray the pirate as a hero or a villain? Use strong arguments to address the how and why. Present your argument at the end of the first paragraph and underline it. Use evidence, such as quotations or statistics or facts, from the book you have chosen to defend your answer throughout the paper. Use only that one book.  Internet material and other external sources are not allowed.  Use parenthetical citation after direct quotes from the readings.  For example: According to Marcus Rediker, “Blah, blah, blah.” (Rediker, p. 6) 

 List of Pirates from the Golden Age

    Henry Morgan, a buccaneer who raided the Spaniards and took the city of Panama. He was to be executed in England but was instead knighted and made governor of Jamaica. 

    Henry Every, who is most famous for being one of the few major pirate captains to retire with his loot without being arrested or killed in battle.

    William "Captain" Kidd, who was executed for piracy at Execution Dock, London in 1701, is famous for the 'buried treasure' he is supposed to have left behind.

    "Black Sam" Bellamy was captain of the Whydah Gally, who was lost in a storm in 1717.

    Stede Bonnet, a rich Barbadian land owner, turned pirate solely in search of adventure. Bonnet captained a 10-gun sloop, named the Revenge, raiding ships off the Virginia coast

    Edward Teach (Thatch), more commonly known as Blackbeard, was active from 1716 to 1718 as perhaps the most notorious pirate among English-speaking nations. .

    Calico Jack Rackham was captured then hanged and gibbeted outside Port Royal, Jamaica in 1720.

    Bartholomew Roberts, sometimes called "Black Bart", has been considered by many as the most successful pirate of all time. He was killed off the coast of Africa in 1722.

    Edward Low, active 1721–1724, who was notorious for torturing his victims before killing them.

    William Fly, whose execution in 1726 is used by historian Marcus Rediker to mark the end of the Golden Age of Pirates.
 

Course Schedule

January 22		Introduction: Fill out Student Information Forms
			Distribution and Explanation of Syllabus and Sakai
			“Survival at Sea” Activity; Diagnostic Quiz on Piracy
			Power Point: “Piracy Part One”

January 29		Film in Class: “Treasure Island” 1934, 110 minutes
			Power Point: “Piracy Part Two”
			Read: “Treasure Island” Part I “The Old Buccaneer”
			Read: “Treasure Island” Part II “The Sea Cook”

February 05		Film in Class: “Treasure Island” 1950, 96 minutes
			Read: “Treasure Island” Part III “My Shore Adventure”
			Read: “Treasure Island” Part IV “The Stockade”

February 12		Film in Class: “Treasure Island” 2012, 180 minutes
			Read: “Treasure Island” Part V “My Sea Adventure”
			Read: “Treasure Island” Part VI “Captain Silver”

February 19		Lecture and Discussion: R.L. Stevenson’s “Treasure Island”
			Test on Piracy including book, films, and Power Points

February 26		Power Point: “World Trade, Part One” 
			Including Aids to Navigation; Approaches to NY Harbor
			Power Point: “World Trade, Part Two”
			Including Flag States and Port States; Vessel Types
			Read “Mutiny on the Bounty” Chapters I through VII

March 05		Film in Class: “Mutiny on the Bounty” 1935, 132 minutes
			Read “Mutiny on the Bounty” Chapters VIII through XIV

March 12		Film in Class: “Mutiny on the Bounty” 1962, 178 minutes
			Read “Mutiny on the Bounty” Chapters XV through XXI
			Assessment Paper Due

March 26		Lecture and Discussion: “Mutiny on the Bounty”
			Read “Mutiny on the Bounty” Chapters XXI through XXVII
			Test on this unit including the book, film and Power Points
			Assessment Paper Graded and Returned

April 02		Power Point “Shipwrecks, Part One”
			Including the Titanic, the Lusitania, and the Morro Castle
			Power Point “Shipwrecks, Part Two”
			Including the Halifax Explosion and the Exxon Valdez
			Read Daniel Defoe’s “Robinson Crusoe,” pp. 1-45

April 09		Film in Class: “Shipwreck: The Lusitania 1915”
			Film in Class: “Shipwreck: USS Squalus 1939”
			Read Daniel Defoe’s “Robinson Crusoe,” pp. 45-90

April 16		Film in Class: “Shipwreck: Flying Enterprise 1951”
			Film in Class “Shipwreck: Andrea Doria 1956”
			Read Daniel Defoe’s “Robinson Crusoe,” pp. 90-135

April 23		Film in Class: “Shipwreck: Yarmouth Castle 1965”
			Film in Class: “Shipwreck Wahine Ferry 1968”
			Read Daniel Defoe’s “Robinson Crusoe,” pp. 135-180

April 30		Lecture and Discussion: Daniel Defoe’s “Robinson Crusoe”
			Test on Shipwrecks including book, films, and Power Points 
			
		


			 	
			

	

