
01:420:128  Intensive Elementary French 
 
This course marks the French department’s first foray into winter session. It will be the center of our 
brand new 3-week program in Aix-en-Provence, France. (December 28, 2014-January 18, 2015). The 
goal of this program is twofold: incentivize the study of language among first-year students, and 
provide a quicker route to proficiency and transcultural competence for students in SAS or other 
professional Schools. As the rewards associated with the mastery of another language typically take 
years to materialize, many students abandon their language studies at the 100-level. We are convinced 
that the opportunity to discover France – not to mention escape the polar vortex – will represent a great 
motivation to learn, or keep learning, French. The program also aims to help Rutgers graduates 
succeed professionally in our highly diverse state. New Jersey is indeed home to a sizable francophone 
community, comprising the fourth largest population of French and French Creole speaking Haitians in 
the United States, a strong West African presence in and around Newark, as well as tens of thousands 
of French-speaking European expatriates. With over 175, 000 speakers, French is the fifth language in 
New York City. Close to 90 international organizations have French as an official language, including 
the UN, NAFTA, and OPCW, all headquartered in the vicinity of Rutgers. Finally, there are about 
2,600 French subsidiaries in the U.S., many of which in the Tri-State area. The need for French in 
business and health care is real. But the reality is, also, that science majors and students in professional 
Schools have little time for additional specializations. It is with their schedule in mind that we devised 
this intensive intersession course, held abroad and aimed at conversational competence.  
 
French 128 is intended for students with minimal previous experience with the French language. It will 
thus correspond to a second semester of college French, commonly associated with the steepest 
learning curve. Its pre-requisites could be either 101, 105, 106, and 121, or one or two years 
(maximum) of secondary school French. Functionally, 128 will be the equivalent of our 102. It will 
focus on the same skills (relating past events, expressing one’s opinion, emotions, and will, to quote 
the most important ones) and prepare students for 131 or 137. The main difference with 102 will be the 
connection between class readings, screenings, and activities, and current events or daily life in 
southern France. The course will also put a stronger emphasis on speaking skills.  
 
 
Carole Allamand 
Program director and course instructor 



 

FRENCH 128 SYLLABUS • WINTER 2014-15 

DAY CHAPTER TESTS/ COMPOSITIONS ASSIGNMENTS 

12/29 7-8 
 
 

Introduction au cours; révision du passé composé ;  le 
pronom y ; l’article partitif, expressions de quantité 

 
 
 

iLrn   
Registration 

12/30 
8-9 

 
 

Révision du partitif ; les verbes préférer, boire et 
prendre ; expressions avec avoir ;  les achats et le verbe 
acheter 
 * Culture +Lecture « déjeuner du matin » 
 

 
 Composition #1 

Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 

12/31 9 
 
 

Avoir mal à; vendre et les verbes en -re, les pronoms 
relatifs ; depuis  
*Culture +Lectures  TBD 
 

 
QUIZ: chapters 8, 9 

Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 

1/2 

 

10 
 
 

Les verbes conduire, vouloir pouvoir; connaître; Les 
pronoms objets directs (suite); L'impératif (suite) 
*Culture 

  Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 

1/5 10 
 
 

Les pronoms à l'impératif; les nombres ordinaux; les 
adverbes 
*Lectures  «La France au volant» 
 

EXAM 1 (80 min.)  

(Chapters 8-10)   

Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 

1/6 11 
 

L'imparfait; ne...que; l’imparfait et le passé composé  
* Culture 

 
*Oral/Aural Test #1 

Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 

1/7 11  
 
 

L’imparfait et le passé composé (suite); comparatif et 
superlatif *Lectures TBD  

 
Composition #2 

 

Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 

1/8 12 
 
 

Le futur; si /quand ; les verbes savoir et connaître ; les 
verbes réguliers en -ir ; l'adjectif: tout   
*Culture TBD 
 

 
QUIZ: chapter 11 

 

Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 

1/9 12-13  
  
 
 

Le futur (suite); les verbes pronominaux (suite) ;  le 
subjonctif ;  
*Lectures; L'horaire des trains (Paris-Nantes) 

 
Composition #3 

 

Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 

 

1/12 
13  

 
 

Le verbe mettre; à table, le passé des verbes 
pronominaux  
*Culture + Lectures  TBD 

EXAM 2 (80 min.) 

 
(Chapters 11 –13) 

Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 

1/13 14 
 
 

Les verbes dire, raconter et parler ; les pronoms objets 
indirects; le pronom en      

 
Composition #4 

Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 

1/14 
14  

 
 

Les verbes voir et croire; les interrogatifs quel et 
lequel; les pronoms relatifs (suite); le subjonctif 
(suite) ;  
 *Lectures; À la télévision; Au cinéma 
 

 
 QUIZ: chapter 14  

Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 

1/15 15  
 
 

L'imparfait et le passé composé (suite) ; le verbe devoir 
(suite)   

 
*Oral/Aural Test #2 

 

Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 

1/16 
15 

Les pronoms interrogatifs ; le plus-que-parfait ; 
le conditionnel + révision  
*Culture + Lecture  TBD 

 
Composition #5 

Assignments 
posted on  Sakai 



 

 
Textbook & Resources: 
 

 Entre amis, 6th Ed. Michael Oates and Larbi Oukada; Cengage  2013 (Kindle Edition 
available) 

 Entre Amis, 6th Ed.   iLrn Online Student Activities Manual;  Cengage 2013   
 http://hlc.quia.com/books 

 Assignments posted on Sakai 

Please read the following carefully. Do not hesitate to ask for clarification. 
 
French 128 is the continuation of French 101. Both courses give a thorough grounding in all aspects 
of French language and culture with a balanced coverage of all four skill areas:  speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing.  This course focuses not only on grammar, but also stresses the importance of 
communication through use of a wide variety of activities including  group work, oral practice, as well 
as video, audio, and online assignments.  Attendance and participation are crucial parts of the 
learning experience and of the final grade.  In addition, your grade will be based on two hourly exams, 
a final exam, quizzes, compositions, and homework.   
 
• Course objectives: this course will help you develop a competency of the French language 

through a comprehensive approach which balances the development of the following five skills: 
speaking, listening, reading, writing and cultural competence. Upon successful completion of this 
course, you will be able to: 1) comprehend spoken French with sufficient ability to grasp the main 
idea and some supporting details in short conversations that relate to daily life and represent 
authentic situations.  2) speak French well enough to describe, narrate in the present, to express 
personal meaning about a variety of simple topics, to ask and answer questions, and to deal with 
most common everyday situations in French. This course will provide you with sufficient language 
practice to enable you to become novice-level speakers of French (as defined by the ACTFL 
Guidelines) 3) read and understand the main idea and some details of highly contextualized 
reading material from diverse French-speaking countries. 4) write sentences and short 
paragraphs on familiar topics that relate to personal interests and activities using new vocabulary, 
structures and communications strategies.   

 
• Grade distribution: 1st Hour Exam = 20%;  2nd Hour Exam=20%;   Final = 20%; Quizzes 

 + Compositions = 30%;   Homework assignments + iLrn  (SAM)= 15%;   Attendance and 
Participation = 15%. 

 
• Grading scale : 92-100 =A; 88-91 =B+; 82-87 =B; 77-81 =C+; 70-76 =C; 60-69 =D; below 60 = F 

 
• French is the language of instruction in this course and the use of English will be kept to a 

minimum. 
 
• Attendance and the quality and quantity of your participation are part of your final course grade. 

Please arrive to class on time and prepared. Absolutely refrain from leaving the classroom during 
the course. Turn your cell phone off and place it in your bag. There will be ZERO tolerance for cell 
phone use in class. Anybody caught texting or otherwise playing with any electronic device will be 
asked to leave immediately.    

 

FRENCH 128 WINTER 2014-15 
Course Requirements and General Information 



• Your assignments are posted on Sakai. They include compositions, online and audio activities, 
written exercises  from your  textbook, your online Student  activities Manual (see below)  and  
other material. Your grade is based on both the completion and the quality of your work.  Late 
homework will incur a grade penalty of one half credit on the total earned score.   
 
o iLrn  (http://hlc.quia.com/books) includes your interactive eBook, companion videos and the 

online Student  activities Manual. The book key code allows you to access the ilrn Learning 
Center.  Your student book key is a 16-19 character code which is packaged with your 
textbook. Once you enter the book key you will have the option to enter the course code. 
Your instructor will give you his/her course  code which will allow you to submit your 
assignments.  Please follow carefully the iLrn registration instructions posted on our 
Sakai course site.  
 

o Compositions must be typed and double-spaced.  
 
• Academic integrity: all students must strictly adhere to the Rutgers Academic Integrity  Policy.  

Read carefully the University's policies and procedures regarding academic integrity and students 
‘responsibilities at:  
http://studentconduct.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity 

      http://studentconduct.rutgers.edu/files/documents/AI_Policy_9_01_2011.pdf       
 
• Rutgers University abides by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Americans with 

Disabilities Act Amendments (ADAA) of 2008, and Sections 504 and 508 which mandate 
reasonable accommodations be provided for qualified students with disabilities and accessibility of 
online information. If you have a disability and may require some type of instructional and/or 
examination accommodation, please contact your instructor early in the semester so that he/she 
can provide or facilitate in providing accommodations you may need. If you have not already done 
so, you will need to register with the Office of Disability Service, which can be contacted 
at (848)445-6800 or http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/ 

 


