Sociology of Trauma and Collective Memory 
01:920:393:03 Index #17523 (cross-listed as 01:563:394:01)
MW 1:10-2:30 
Location: Hardenbergh Hall B2 – CAC

Professor Arlene Stein

arlenes@rci.rutgers.edu
Office hours: TBD, Davison 045, Douglass campus
The Holocaust and other genocides, along with war, terrorism, slavery, sexual abuse, AIDS, and natural disasters irrevocably alter the lives of survivors and the societies in which they live. This seminar will consider how social scientists make sense of the impact of these events. Why are survivors often unable or unwilling to acknowledge or speak about them? How have medical professionals, government officials and social movements responded to these and other traumatic events? How does membership in different groups (religious, ethnic, national, gender) shape the ways people remember, forget, and deny traumatic events? How do descendants of trauma survivors make sense of the past?  

This course will feature lectures, discussions, films, and guest speakers. We will read a memoir, Lucky, by a woman who experienced sexual abuse. We will also read articles by sociologists, psychologists, political scientists and literary critics. Students will be required to complete a 5 page take-home essay on the readings. They will also work in groups to analyze oral histories of trauma survivors, and prepare a group presentation and paper on their findings. 
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Requirements: 

1) CLASS participation- 20%

This course will be organized as a seminar, which means that we will encourage student participation. My job as professor will be to provide a conceptual framework for understanding the readings, and help guide the discussions. Occasionally, I may ask students to take the lead in guiding the discussions too. Everyone will be expected to participate in making this a cooperative learning experience. Everyone must come to class having thoughtfully read and considered all the assigned readings for the week.  

2) QIPS –15%

It’s impossible to have good discussions if students don’t do the readings before class. To encourage you to do the readings, you will be required to come to each class with a QIP: a 4X6 index card on which you have written a Question, an Interest, or a Problem that you have found in that day’s assigned reading. These cards also serve as attendance markers. Feel free to fill both sides of the card). In these cards I am looking for real thoughtfulness about what you are reading, expressed freely. I may ask you to read or discuss your QIPs in class. The QIPs will be graded pass/fail.
3) TAKE-HOME ESSAY 20%

This assignment will ask you to undertake a critical analysis of selected readings from the first part of the course, and be approximately 5 pages in length.

4a) GROUP PRESENTATION –15%

The literatures on trauma include the testimonies of survivors and perpetrators but also those who suffer along with them or in their aftermath. How do we understand and analyze these texts? This will be the focus of a group project assignment in the latter part of the course using the Shoah Visual Histories archive at Rutgers.

4b) WRITE UP OF GROUP PROJECT – 30%

You will each hand in a 7-8 page paper on the visual history project on May 2. 

This syllabus is subject to revision.
Required Readings:

The following book is available for purchase from the Douglass Bookstore

Alice Sebold, Lucky. ISBN 0-316-09619-9

**All other readings are posted on the course website at https://sakai.rutgers.edu/portal/ 

Jan. 19. Introduction and Overview

What is trauma? What is collective memory? What are some of the varieties of events that are considered traumatic? How does trauma affect individuals and communities? How are traumatic events remembered? 

Michael Brick, “Old New Yorkers, Newer Ones and Line Etched by a Day of Disaster,” New York Times, Sept. 7, 2006.
Erica Goode, “When Soldiers Snap,” New York Times, Nov. 8, 2009.

Michael Luo and Megan Thee-Brenan,  “Poll Reveals Trauma of Joblessness in U.S.” New York Times, Dec. 15, 2009.

James McKinley, Jr, “Despite Army’s Prevention Efforts, Suicides Continue,”
New York Times, October 10, 2010.
Sam Dolnick, “Flashbacks and Lingering Questions for Survivors,” New York Times, January 12, 2011.
I. Psychological, Sociological, and LIFE HISTORY Perspectives

How do psychological and sociological perspectives on trauma differ? What are their points of commonality? How does trauma shape a life, according to the life history perspective?

Jan. 24 Understanding Trauma: Psychological Perspectives 

DSM-III, “Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder”
Cathy Caruth, 1995. Trauma: Explorations in Memory, Introduction 

Jan. 26. Understanding Trauma: Sociological Perspectives

Jeffrey Alexander. 2004. “Toward a Theory of Cultural Trauma.”  

Jan. 31. Trauma and Life Stories 

Kim Lacy Rogers and Selma Leydesdorff, 2004. Trauma: Life Stories of Survivors, Introduction

Alice Sebold, Lucky, read first two chapters

Feb 2, 7.9. Trauma and Life Stories 

Alice Sebold, Lucky

**Essay assignment handed out.

II. RESPONSES TO TRAUMA
Varied responses to trauma include silencing, medicalizing, narrating and witnessing. We will look at these in relation to different traumatic histories.

Feb. 14. Silence, Denial, Erasure

Stanley Cohen, 2001. States of Denial, excerpt.

Arlene Stein, “’As Far as They Knew I Came from France’: Stigma, Passing, and Not Speaking about the Holocaust” 

** Essay due Feb. 16.

Feb. 16. Wounds of War

Guest speaker: Tyson Smith, Rutgers University
Read his op-ed: http://articles.philly.com/2010-10-19/news/24982983_1_veterans-iraq-and-afghanistan-vietnam-war
Robert Lifton, 1973. Ch. 5. “Zones of Range and Violence,” from Lifton, Home from the War

Feb. 21.  Wounds of War –cont’d

Robert Lifton, 1973. “On Change,” ch. 13 in Lifton, Home from the War 

February 23. 430-5:30pm. Meet at Zimmerli Museum for Curatorial tour of the exhibition “Embodied Dreams: The Later Work of Boris Sveshnikov.”

Feb 28. Naming, Testifying, Community Building

Kai Erikson, 1995. “Notes on Trauma and Community” 

Deborah Gould, 2009. “The Pleasures and Intensities of Activism, or Making a Place for Yourself in the Universe,” ch. 3 in Moving Politics: Emotions and ACT UP’s Fight Against AIDS.
March 2. Excursion to George St. Playhouse. 8pm. (To be confirmed)

March 7. Oral History Projects

Mary Marshall Clark, 2002. “The Sept. 11 Oral History Narrative and Memory Project: A First Report”

Peruse the September 11 Digital Archive

http://911digitalarchive.org/  

Peruse the ACT UP Oral History Project

http://www.actuporalhistory.org/
Peruse the Visual History Archive
http://vha.rutgers.edu/using-the-archive.html
**Distribution of group project assignments
March 9. Memories Through Time and Space 

Ron Eyerman, 2004. “Cultural Trauma: Slavery and the Formation of African American Identity” 

Guest speaker: Shruti Devgan, “Virtual Commemoration of Sikh Memories”

**View your visual history interview and be prepared to discuss it with your group after the break.

-Spring Recess-

Part IV: CULTURAL TRAUMA AND COLLECTIVE MEMORY

March 21. Analyzing Oral Histories
Dori Laub, “Bearing Witness or the Vicissitudes of Listening”

In class: discuss your visual history with your group. 
March 23. Lives as Texts

Henry Greenspan, “Lives as Texts: Symptoms as Modes of Recounting in the Life Histories of Holocaust Survivors”

In class: discuss your visual history, noting similarities and differences across your group. 

March 27-28—“Testimonies, Personal Narratives, and Alternative Tellings” conference at Rutgers
March 28. In class: discussion of conference. 

March 30. Memory Fragments
Mary Gergen, “Life Stories: Pieces of a Dream”

In class: continue discussing visual histories in groups. Begin to plan your group presentation.

April. 4. Racial Politics and Family Memories

Guest Speaker: Holly Williams, Trenton Six Project
April 6. Continue planning group presentations.
April 11. The Politics of Memory
Marita Sturken, “Consuming Fear and Selling Comfort”

April 13. Move toward completion of group presentations.
Apri 18, 20, 25 –Group presentations.
April. 27. Precarious Life

Judith Butler, “Violence, Mourning, Politics”
May 2. Conclusion
** Write-Ups Due.
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