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RUTGERS, THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF LATINO AND HISPANIC CARIBBEAN STUDIES 

 
LHCS 319 01:595:319: Unraveling Race in Latino and Latin American Studies 
Professor Yolanda Martínez-San Miguel 
 
Course description 
This course is an exploration of the history and conceptualization of race and 
ethnicity in Latin American and Latino Studies.  The class proposes a historical 
overview of the diverse processes of racialization taking place in the Americas since 
1492 until the present through the cultural representations of race in the Caribbean, 
Latin America and the Hispanic and Latino populations in the United States.  Some of 
the key terms that will be explored in class are: racialization, race, ethnicity, 
mestizaje, mulataje, browness, indigeneity, and inter-racial relations.  Some of the 
texts discussed in class will be: Christopher Columbus, Inca Garcilaso, Guaman 
Poma, Sor Juana, Clorinda Matto de Turner, Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda, Arturo 
Schomburg, Fernando Ortiz, José Vasconcelos, Nicolás Guillén, Aimé Césaire, 
Gilberto Freyre, Frantz Fanon, C.L.R. James, Jesús Colón, Evelio Grillo, Piri Thomas, 
José Luis González, Gloria Anzaldúa, and Richard Rodríguez.   
 
Requirements:  The class will be conducted in English and all the required readings 
will be available in English. Credit not given for both this course and Comp. Lit 
01:195:319 
 
Course Structure: Students will read approximately 100-150 pages per class and 
write brief commentaries on some primary texts.  Even though the course is 
organized thematically, a chronological and geographical approach will also inform 
class discussions.  Each primary text will be introduced through a brief lecture, 
followed by group discussion. 
 
Texts: 
Most readings available on Sakai, electronic reserve.  The following books are also 
required readings and are available at the Rutgers Library, at amazon.com and 
www.barnesandnoble.com: 
 
Clorinda Matto de Turner.  Torn From the Nest. Oxford University Press, 1999.  
(ISBN-10: 0195110064) $29.99 
Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda, Sab. University of Texas Press, 1993. (ISBN-10: 
0292704429)  $19.75 
C.L. R. James, The Black Jacobins. Vintage, 1989. (ISBN-10: 0679724672) $10.85 
 
Department Learning Goals: 
 

1. Be familiar with several of the disciplines that comprise the field of Latino 
and/or Caribbean studies, including but not limited to: anthropology, art 
history, cinema studies, education, geography, history, literature, media 
studies, music, philosophy, political science, sociology, and women’s and 
gender studies.  

2. Develop critical thinking skills and the ability to speak and write clearly and 
analytically.  

3. Employ different research methodologies and interdisciplinary approaches in 
the humanities and/or social sciences, demonstrating proficiency in one or 
more of the following areas: historical, political, sociological, anthropological, 



environmental, philosophical, literary, visual, cinematic, musical, and/or 
performative analysis.  

4. Develop multi- and inter-cultural competence and sensitivity to issues 
particular to Latino and/or Caribbean experience(s).  

5. Conduct individual research to formulate rigorous and convincing arguments 
in the field of Latino and/or Caribbean studies; honors students will perform 
and present original research.  

 
Course Learning goals: 

1 Students will learn key terms for the discussion of race and ethnicity in Latin 
American and Latino studies, making distinctions between the Caribbean, 
Latin America and the Latino populations in the U.S. 

2 The course will teach students how to do discursive literary analysis by 
working on the close-reading skills of each student. 

3 Students will learn writing skills, through essay exams written in class, 
workshops conducted during class time to work on peer-editing of their 
essays, and by writing and re-writing three short “reflexiones” on the primary 
texts analyzed in class. 

4 The course will also cover a basic chronology for Latin American and 
Caribbean history since 1492 until the present, as well as an overview of 
Hispanic and Latino migration into the United States. 

5 Students will learn to distinguish between sociological and historical studies of 
Latin American populations and the discursive analysis of the cultural 
manifestations about or produced by around the issue of race and ethnicity.   

 
Evaluation: 
 

Class Attendance and Participation    10% 
3  “reflexiones” or 3-4 pages reaction papers  30% 
Midterm       15% 
2 essay exams written in class    20% 
Pop quizzes       10% 
Partial Exam on the day of the final exam   15% 
 
 

Requirements: 
 
1.  Three brief “reflexiones” (1-2 pages, double spaced) written in English and typed.  

Each “reflexión” will be a commentary of the main topic and discursive strategy 
developed in one of the primary texts.  If a rewrite is needed, the student must 
complete the revision of each “reflexión” before the deadline for the next written  
exercise, or the rewrite will not be graded.  

2.  One midterm will be administered in class. 
3.  Two essay exams (open-book exercises) will be administered in class.   
4.  One partial test will be administered on the day of the final exam.   
5. Weekly pop quizzes on the assigned reading will be administered at the beginning 

of the class (during the first 10 minutes).  Arriving late will cause the student to 
miss the quizz.  No make-ups are offered for missed quizzes.  Grade for quizzes is 
usually calculated using a curve that is based on the highest score. 

6. Attendance and participation are expected.  Students should come to each class 
having read the assigned texts and ready to participate in the discussion.  
Participation will be graded based on attendance, active intervention in class, 
quizzes, and preparation of short assignments that will be presented in class (such 



as oral reports on some of the critical readings, as well as on some of the primary 
literary and audiovisual materials studied in the course). Participation grade will be 
lowered 10% after 3 absences with no medical excuse or a letter from the dean.  
Three late arrivals are equivalent to one absence.  

7.  Grade scale for the department is the following: A = 93 – 100; B+ = 89 – 92;  B 
= 81 – 88; C+ = 77 – 80;  C = 70 – 76;  D = 65 – 69; F= 64 and below.   

8. Papers, quizzes, assignments and exams should be completed by the dates 
announced in the syllabus.  There will be no make-ups for any of the class 
assignments, and in case of illness students must provide a medical excuse or a 
letter from the dean to request any extensions or make-ups.   

9.  The department has a writing tutor to help our students in writing their class 
papers.  Please go to the department’s webpage and locate her contact information 
under the link for LHCS Writing Tutor. For more information see the following link: 
http://latcar.rutgers.edu/writingtutor.htm 

10. Plagiarism is not allowed in class. If a student uses any ideas from another 
person without properly acknowledging the sources used, the evaluation of her/his 
work will be suspended and his case will be referred to the University’s 
administration.  Plagiarism is understood as follows: 

 
Plagiarism is the representation of the words or ideas of another as one's 
own in any academic exercise. To avoid plagiarism, every direct quotation 
must be identified by quotation marks or by appropriate indentation and 
must be properly cited in the text or in a footnote. Acknowledgment is 
required when material from another source stored in print, electronic, or 
other medium is paraphrased or summarized in whole or in part in one's 
own words. To acknowledge a paraphrase properly, one might state: "to 
paraphrase Plato's comment . . ." and conclude with a parenthesis 
identifying the exact reference by including the last name of the author 
and the page number from the book or article. Each essay or paper should 
also include a bibliography at the end, with the full bibliographical entry 
for each source used.  A footnote [or endnote] acknowledging only a 
directly quoted statement does not suffice to notify the reader of any 
preceding or succeeding paraphrased material. Information which is 
common knowledge, such as names of leaders of prominent nations, basic 
scientific laws, etc. need not be footnoted; however, all facts or 
information obtained in reading or research that are not common 
knowledge among students in the course must be acknowledged. In 
addition to materials specifically cited in the text, only materials that 
contribute to one's general understanding of the subject may be 
acknowledged in the bibliography.   

 
Plagiarism can, in some cases, be a subtle issue. Any questions about what 
constitutes plagiarism should be discussed with the faculty member (4). 

 
For more information, see the following websites: 
http://latcar.rutgers.edu/academichonesty.html 
http://wp.rutgers.edu/courses/201/plagiarism_policy/plagiarism_defined.html 
 
Week # 1: Intro: Keywords and Beginnings: Limpieza de Sangre, Mestizaje, 
Indigenismo, Mulataje;  
Comparative Racialization Dossier at the PMLA October 2008: Shu Mei Shih, 
Introduction.   
Columbus, Letter to Santangel.   



Balibar: Fictive Ethnicity;  
Maria Elena Martínez, Introduction, Genealogical Fictions, pp.1-23. 
 
Week # 2: Colonial Debates on Purity and Mestizaje:  
The Inca Garcilaso vs. Guaman Poma (selections Royal Commentaries and Nueva 
Corónica) 
The Case of the Virgin of Guadalupe in Colonial Mexico  
Irene Silverblatt., “On Becoming Indian”   
Maria Elena Martínez, “Nobility and Purity in the República de Indios”, Genealogical 
Fictions, pp. 91-122. 
Jacques Lafaye,” Holy Mary and Tonantzin”, “The Dispute of the Apparitions”  
Quetzalcoatl and Guadalupe.  The Formation of Mexican National Consciousness 
(1531-1813) 
Malgorzata Oleskiewicz-Peralba.  “The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Creation of 
National Mestizo Identity in Mexico” The Black Madonna in Latin America and Europe.  
49-80.   
 
Week # 3: Sor Juana’s villancicos: Indians vs. African Slaves.   
Juan del Valle Caviedes, Poetry selection. 
Baroque of the Indies: Synchretic Churches in Mexico, Ecuador and Perú 
Kellogg, Susan. “Depicting Mestizaje: Gendered Images of Ethnorace in Colonial 
Mexican Texts.” Journal of Women’s History, 12.3 (2000) 69-92. 
Ruth Hill, “Between Black and White: A Critical Race Theory Approach to Caste 
Poetry in the Spanish World.”  Comparative Literature 59.4 (Fall 2007): 269-293. 
REFLEXION # 1 
 
Week # 4: Race in the Colonial Archives:  
Bennett, Case studies from the Colonial Archives 
Maria Elena Martínez, “Religion, Law and Pace: The Question of Purity in the 
Seventeenth Century Mexico”, Genealogical Fictions, pp. 200-216.  
Cañizares-Esguerra, Jorge. “New World, New Stars: Patriotic Astrology and the 
Invention of Indian and Creole Bodies in Colonial Spanish America, 1600-1650.” The 
American Historical Review 104.1 (1999) 33-68.   
 
Week # 5: Beyond the Written Word: Imagining Race:  
Pinturas de casta;  
Santería, Vodoo and Candomblé. 
Ilona Katzew, Casta Painting, (selections). 
Kristina Wirtz, “Ritual Discourse and Community in Cuban Santería.” 
George Brandon, Cuba Pre-Santería and Early Santería (1492-1872), Santeria from 
Africa to the New World, pp  37-78. 
Film: Vamos al Tambor, Matanzas Cuba (2003) 
First Essay Exam in Class 
 
Week # 6: 19th century: Mestizaje and nationalism: Indigenismo in the Tierra Firme. 
Clorinda Matto de Turner, Ave sin nido.  (Torn from the Nest) 
Antonio Cornejo Polar, “Foreword” pp. xiii-xlvi. 
Efrain Kristal, “The political dimension of Clorinda Matto the Turner’s Indigenismo.” 
The Andes Viewed from the City.   
Etienne Balibar, “Racism Revisited: Sources, Relevance and Aporias of a Modern 
Concept.” PMLA October 2008.  Comparative Racialization Dossier 
Robert Warrior, “Organizing Native American and Indigeous Studies.” PMLA October 
2008.  Comparative Racialization Dossier 



 
Week # 7: Tragic Mulattoes from the Caribbean:  
Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda, Sab.  
Cirilo Villaverde, “Cecilia Valdés”, (selection) 
Nina Scott, “Introduction.” xi-xxvii.   
MIDTERM 
 
Week # 8: Unreadable Racial Discourses: Chinese in Cuba and Arturo Schomburg in 
the U.S.  
Arturo Schomburg (1920s), “The Negro Digs Up His Past” (1925) and selection of 
other essays.   http://etext.virginia.edu/harlem/SchNegrF.html 
Lourdes Casal, “Alfonso: The Founders” 
Jossianna Arroyo, “Technologies: Transculturations of Race, Gender and Ethnicity in 
Arturo A. Schomburg’s Masonic Writings” Centro 17.1 (2005): 5-25. 
Lisa Sánchez-González, “Boricua Modernism: Arturo Schomburg and William Carlos 
Williams.  Boricua Literature, pp.  47-70.   
Lisa Yun, “historical Context of Coolie Traffic to the Americas”, The Coolie Speaks, 
pp. 1-35. 
 
Week # 9:  Utopias of Mestizaje and Racial Democracy-  
José Vasconcelos, The Cosmic Race (1925) (selections)  
Gilberto Freyre, Casa grande y Senzala (selections) 
The Problem of the Indian: Mariátegui. 
Marilyn Miller, “José Vasconcelos’s About Face on the Cosmic Race” Rise and Fall of 
the Cosmic Race, pp. 27-44. 
Joshua Lund, “The Mestizo State: Colonization and Indianization in Liberal Mexico.” 
PMLA October 2008.  Comparative Racialization Dossier.   
REFLEXION #2 
 
 
Week # 10: 1930s: Negrismo, Négritude:  
Fernando Ortiz, Hampa Afrocubana (selections) 
Nicolás Guillén, selection of poetry 
Luis Palés Matos, selection of poetry 
Aimé Césaire, Notebook of the Return to the Native Land, selections 
Langston Hughes, “Puerto Ricans”  
Frank Guridy, “From Solidarity to Cross-Fertilization: Afro-Cuban/African American 
Interaction during the 1930s and 1940s” Radical History Review  87 (Fall 2003):19-
48. 
Marilyn Miller, “Caribbean Counterpoint and Mulatez” Rise and Fall of the Cosmic 
Race, pp. 45-78. 
Victor Figueroa, “Dancing with Tembandumba: Opacity and Relation to Luis Palés 
Matos,” Not at Home in One’s Home, 36-81.   
 
Week 11: Afro-phobic Panic in the Caribbean: Haití, Cédula de Gracias and the 
Massacre of 1937:  
C.L.R. James, The Black Jacobins, selections. 
S. Fischer, “What do the Haitians Want?” “Foundational Fictions: Postrevolutionary 
Constitutions I” Modernity Disavowed.  Haiti and the Cultures of Slavery in the Age of 
Revolution.  pp.  169-179; 227-244. 
David Scott, “Futures Past” “Romanticism and the Longing for Anticolonial 
Revolution” The Conscripts of Modernity: The Tragedy of Colonial Enlightenment.  
pp. 23-57; 58-97. 



Second Essay Exam in Class 
 
Week # 12: Diaspora and Caribbean Racialization in the US 
Evelio Grillo, Black Cuban, Black American, selections.   
Jesús Colón, The Way it Was and Other Writings, (selections) (1960s),  
Piri Thomas, “Ho to be a Negro Without Trying” Down These Mean Streets.   
Fanon, “The Lived Experience of the Negro”, Black Skins White Masks.   
Yolanda Martínez-San Miguel, “Coloniality of Diasporas: Racialization of 
Negropolitans and Nuyoricans in Paris and New York” 
 
Week # 13: The return of the repressed: Blackness in Latin America and the 
Caribbean 
Angelitos Negros 1948-Mexican Blackness.   
Isabelo Zenón, Narciso descubre su trasero.  1970s. (selection) 
José Luis González, El país de cuatro pisos, 1970s (selections)   
George Reid Andrews, “Browning and Blackening: 1930-2000” Afro-Latin America 
1800-2000, pp. 153-190.  
REFLEXION #3 
 
 
Week # 14: The Aporias of Diaspora and Racialization:  
Gloria Anzaldúa (Borderlands)vs. Richard Rodríguez (Brown), selections. 
Virgin of Guadalupe in the Southwest. 
Neotaíno movement and Racism 
Isar Godreau, “Slippery Semantics: Race Talk and Everyday Uses of Racial 
Terminology in Puerto Rico.”  Centro 22.2 (2008): 5-33. 
Haslip-Viera, “The Politics of Taíno Revivalism: The Insignificance of Amerindian 
mtDNA in the Population History of Puerto Ricans.  A Comment on Recent Research.”  
Centro Journal.  18.1 (2006): 260-275 
Malgorzata Oleskiewicz-Peralba.  “Aztlán: The Subversion of the Virgin in the 
Mexican American Southwest” The Black Madonna in Latin America and Europe, pp.  
141-160. 
David Eng, “The End(s) of Race.”  PMLA October 2008.  Comparative Racialization 
Dossier.   


