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Modern Urdu Literature and Popular Culture 
Department of African, Middle Eastern and South Asian Languages and Literatures
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
Spring 2014 

Course Title: Urdu Literature and Popular Culture
Course Number: XXXX
Course Meetings & Locations: TBA
Instructor: Dr. Shaheen Parveen
Office Hours: By Appointment
Email:  parveenusa@gmail.com
            Sp1278@scarletmail.rutgers.edu

[image: https://ssl.gstatic.com/ui/v1/icons/mail/images/cleardot.gif]
Pre-requisite: Instructor’s permission

COURSE DESCRIPTION: The course is designed to introduce students to modern Urdu literature and popular culture; its various genres and cultural contexts. It provides an overview of the diverse manifestations of South Asian culture and history in Urdu literature, produced mostly in India and Pakistan and in contemporary times are included to give students an idea of evolution of Urdu literature and culture. Students are introduced to a variety of artistic genre and registers, ranging from poetry recitation such as Ghazal, Nazm, Qawaali and Mushaira, to classical dances including Kathak and Mujra,to mass media products like films and television shows. In addition, readings of modern literary texts and translations of literatures in other South Asian languages are offered in Urdu. Along with a close reading and translation of the texts their socio-cultural context is also presented. The course will cover a large number of writers because of their unique importance within the cannon of vernacular South Asian literatures. In addition, students improve their understanding of the socio-cultural patterns and linguistic complexities of the Urdu language through adaptations in film, drama, and other media.


The course will be conducted largely in Urdu 

Learning Objectives 
Following the National Standards of the American Council of Teaching Foreign Languages (ACTFL), the course is intended to develop Advanced learners’ ability to interpret, communicate and present  Urdu in the three modes of communication: interpretive, interpersonal and presentational. Upon successful completion of the course students will be able to read, write, speak, and comprehend Hindi at an advanced mid-high level as defined by the ACTFL Guidelines and will be able to:

1. Write routine informal and some formal correspondence, narratives, descriptions, and summaries of a factual and analytical nature.
2. Narrate and describe in major time frames – using paraphrase and elaboration to provide clarity – connected discourse of paragraph length with structural complexity that reflects competence in comprehension of Hindi texts from different genres.
3. Express meaning in a way that is comprehensible to Urdu speaking communities, primarily through generic vocabulary, with good control of the most frequently used structures.  [image: https://ssl.gstatic.com/ui/v1/icons/mail/images/cleardot.gif]
4. Contribute to conversations on a variety of familiar topics with much accuracy, clarity and precision through contextual learning of Hindi structures, discourse patterns and strategies (related to gender, religious, regional identities).
5. Enhance proficiency in Urdu through composition and translation, complement it with literary/cultural analysis, and convey intended message without misrepresentation or confusion in both writing and speech.

Required Textbooks/Materials
There is no assigned textbook for this course. All the course materials will be available through SAKAI. The students are expected to print them out and bring them to class. These materials will form the basis for in-class conversations, home assignments, tests and class activities. SAKAI is also your source for special announcements, lecture notes, internet links, and other important information regarding the course.  

Recommended References
There is no textbook but students will be required to consult a  Urdu-English-UrduDictionary from time to time. 
1.Qureshi and Haq Standard Twentieth Century Dictionary, compiled 
ISBN 818530375/9788185360379 Publisher: Educational Publishing House, 2005
2.John T  Paltts: A dictionary of Urdu, Classical Hindi, and English 
 http://dsal.uchicago.edu/dictionaries/platts/

Required Assignments and Grading Policies 
92-100 = A (4.0) 	88-91 = B+ (3.5)	82-87 = B (3.0)	
77-81 = C+ (2.5)	70-76 = C   (2.0) 	60-69 = D (1.0) 	below 60 = F

To pass this course, students must complete all required assignments listed below. Students must also follow the attendance requirements. Please contact the instructor at your earliest convenience if there is a problem with either the assignments or the attendance—exceptions can always be made at instructor’s discretion.
· Class Attendance and Participation: 15%		
· Response paper: 15%
· Presentations 15%
· Group Project: 10%
· Midterm Exam: 20%
· Final Exam: 25%     
Total:	100%





Course Requirements/ Classroom Practices

Attendance Policies 
Attendance is a requirement for this course and up to two absences are allowed per semester with no penalty. Due to the participatory nature of the class, you will miss 3 points (3%) for each class you miss over these. Absences will be excused only if you submit proper documentation or in the case of a religious holiday (of which you must notify the instructor in advance). You are still responsible for any homework scheduled for the day/s you are absent. Exceptions will be made in extraordinary circumstances at the instructor’s discretion. You are also expected to attend the class on time as coming late will be highly disruptive to the flow of the course and to your peers. Two late arrivals to the class will be counted as one absence.  If you are ill or anticipate a problem to be absent from class, you are encouraged to work with another student to borrow their notes or have them fill you in on what you missed. If possible, please discuss with the instructor any classes you anticipate missing before any assignment is due. Incompletes are very strongly discouraged. 

Participation
Participation is also a crucial part in the learning process of a language.
Your participation grade will be based on:
- your preparation for class
- your willingness to speak in  Urdu when asked
- your ability to work in a group AND
- your general classroom behaviour. 
Preparation for class includes: completing and handing written assignments on time, going over previously acquired items and preparing new materials on time and according to the instructions/syllabus. Though the teaching environment will be relaxed and non-competitive, students are expected to contribute enthusiastically to discussions. While I greatly encourage conversation and dialogue, please note that disruptive behavior will be penalized with deduction in class participation marks.

Missed Classes and Assignments 
Since attendance and class participation contributes towards your final grade, make sure that you inform me in advance about your absence from class. It is also your responsibility to notify me (in person or via email) as much in advance as possible if you are going to miss an assignment due to a known conflict. For written assignments, you must also make every effort to complete your assignments properly. You will be graded on the overall quality of your work throughout the term. Without prior permission of the instructor, assignments handed in late or incomplete will not receive full credit. 

Response Paper
All students are required to write ONE short response paper of tentative length of 2-3 pages on any particular week’s readings, screening and discussion. Kindly discuss your choices with the instructor to avoid overlap or repetition of topics. 


Presentation
Students in this course will be required to engage in a individual and group project reflective of their progress in learning Hindi. This project will be evaluated on basis of both linguistic competency and creativity. The theme of this presentation can be chosen in keeping with individual interests in the culture of Urdu speaking communities and literature. However, you are required to consult with the instructor and get approval before embarking on the preparation of the project (see class schedule for presentation date). 

Academic Integrity Policy of Rutgers University
Rutgers University regards acts of dishonesty (e.g. plagiarism, cheating on examinations, obtaining unfair advantage, and falsification of records and official documents) as serious offenses against the values of intellectual honesty. See the link here for details:
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
We recommend that all students with disabilities explore the support services and register with the OFFICE OF DISABILIT SERVICES at Rutgers University. Rutgers students with disabilities are protected by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments of 2008, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1998, and the New Jersey Law Against Discrimination. Rutgers University is committed to ensuring this educational access and accommodations. For information and assistance, contact the OFFICE OF DISABILIT SERVICES at 151 College Avenue, Suite 123 New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901-8545 or call 1-732-932-2848, or TTY 1-800-852-7899 or visit this website: http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/


Weekly Schedule 
This schedule is negotiable and subject to alterations
	Week
	Topic
	Readings
	Activity


	
Week I 

	
Exploring themes in Urdu Language and Literature
	
1. History of Urdu and Urdu literature 
2.http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-9-279718-Urdu-is-not-going-anywhere
	
Class Discussion


	
Week II

	
Canonical vs. Popular
	
Munshi Premchand 
Short Story –Eidgah
                    
	Discussion 
Critique of the Story 

	
Week III 

	
Colonial  period 
	Story: Shatranj ki Khiladri
Film screening Shatranj ke Khiladri
	
Role-play and discussion on culture 

	
Week IV

	
Political Satire
	
Toba tek singh

	
Reading

	
Week V 

	
Women and Gender
	
Author: Ismat Chughtai
Short Story:  Lehaaf


	
Reading
E-writing

	
Week VI

	Poetry:  Ghazal and  Mushaira
	Episode from Mirza Ghalib
Film: Mere Mahboob 
	
Response Paper
Submission

	
Week VII 

	Dance: Mujra, Kathak  
	Umrao Jaan
Pakeezah

	Discussion and composition

	
Week VIII

	Political Humor and Satire
	Manto
Selections from Toba tek sing
	
MIDTERM EXAM

	
Week IX 

	
SPRING BREAK
	
SPRING BREAK
	
SPRING BREAK

	
Week X 

	Social change and status of Literature 

	Selections from Interview: 
Dilip Kumar ( Bollywood legend) 
Gulzaar (composer and director)
	Language project Submission 

	
Week XI 

	Progressive writers and poetry 
	Strategies of reading Ghazals
Ghazal and Nazm
Poetry: Faiz  Ahmed Faiz
Poetry: Iqbal
	
Discussion 
composition

	Week XII 

	Drama

	Tanhaiyan/Mere apne
Hatim Tai

	Discussion on issues



	
Week XIII 

	
Legends
	
Selections: Mullah Naseeruddin
Hatim Tayee

	
Role play

	Week XIV

	
Mystic  poetry 
	
Qawwali
	
Group Presentation Submission

	Week XV

	
Review Week
	
Review Week
	
FINAL EXAM
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