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This course will explore the experience of Poles and Polish Jews under Nazi and Communist rule in the 20th century through history, travel writing, memoir, poetry, and film. Jews lived in Polish lands for a millennium and by the eighteenth century comprised 10% of Poland’s urban population. However, the almost total destruction of Polish Jewry in World War II made the Jews a ‘phantom limb,’ a shadowy non-presence, in the post-war period. Post-war Poles also experienced devastating dislocations due to the war and to the Communist takeover. Both peoples have produced a wealth of memoir literature. The course will read this literature and, through it, explore the meanings of home, exile, longing, and the human need for connection to place that is shared, in this case study, by Poles and Jews. The paradox of this literature is that both nations appear unaware of the similar themes that their memoirs employ and evoke.

The course’s structure will revolve around individuals (Miłosz, Zagajewski, Redlich, Hoffman) and places (e.g,. Wilno/Vilna/Vilnius; Warsaw).

Students are required to read the materials in advance of our sessions. We will pay careful attention to the primary sources—all of which are available on Sakai—in class. Additional readings, in the form of articles and book chapters, have been uploaded on Sakai. The secondary sources will allow you to a) deepen your understanding of the history we’re engaging and b) enter into the contemporary scholarly conversation about the meaning of that history.
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This course fulfills CORE requirements in HST:

H: Understand the bases and development of human and society endeavors across time and place
K: Explain the development of some aspect of a society or culture over time, including the history of ideas or history of science
I: Employ historical reasoning to study human endeavors

Additional Learning Goals:
Acquire an overview of the major issues related to Nazi and Communist rule in Central Europe in the twentieth century.

Engage in the craft of history by studying a variety of primary sources, such as autobiographies, legal charters, poetry, and testimonies, and through reading secondary interpretations, including scholarly articles and textbook readings.

Develop skills of communicating orally and in writing through classroom discussion based on questions posted on the Sakai site, exams, and short papers.

Required Texts (Draft Selections): (some will be available for purchase at the Rutgers University Bookstore, Ferren Mall, 732-246-8448):

Anne Applebaum, Between East and West: Crossing the Borderlands of Eastern Europe
Omer Bartov, Erased: Vanishing Traces of Jewish Galicia in Contemporary Ukraine
Kate Brown, A Biography of No Place: From Ethnic Borderland to Soviet Heartland
Lucy S. Dawidowicz, From that Place and Time: A Memoir, 1933-1947
Mayer Kirshenblatt, They Called Me Mayer July: Painted Memories of a Jewish Childhood in Poland before the Holocaust
Katherine A. Lebow, Unfinished Utopia: Nowa Huta, Stalinism, and Polish Society: 1949-1956
Czesław Miłosz, Native Realm: A Search for Self-Definition
Shimon Redlich, Together and Apart in Brzezany: Poles, Jews, and Ukrainians, 1919-1945
Wisława Symborska, Collected Poems
Timothy Snyder, Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin
Adam Zagajewski, Two Cities: On Exile, History, and the Imagination
Joshua Zimmerman, Contested Lives: Poles and Jews during the Holocaust and its Aftermath

Films:
Hiding and Seeking (2003)
Katyn (2007)
Three Stories of Galicia (2010)
Aftermath (2013)

Primary Historical Sources (PHS) and Secondary Interpretive Sources (SIS) are posted on Sakai (sakai.rutgers.edu). Click on Nazi and Communist Lives, Spring 2016, Resources, folder: Primary Sources or folder: Secondary Sources.

Course Requirements and Grading:

1. Attendance and participation in class:  Students are required to prepare the course readings and to participate actively. Students should bring the primary sources, printed from the Sakai site, to class on assigned dates. Attendance will be taken at every class. Students with more than three unexcused absences will have their grade lowered by 1/3 for each missed class. 25%

2. Responses to readings. These responses, two-three double-spaced pages, are due in class on designated dates. If you prefer, you may send them to me as an email attachment before class. I will post a series of “prompts” and guidelines to help you frame your responses. Students are required to do five (5). 40%

3. Poetry reading. Students will be required a) to prepare at least one question for our guest lecturer, Professor Anna Frajlich, and b) to pose it to her after her lecture/reading. 5%

4. Final Take-Home Exam. 30%

**All of these components must be met to fulfill completion of the course**

Week 1: Introduction: Polish Geography, Jewish Geography; Two Exiles (External and Internal)

Week 2. The Borderlands and its Peoples
Anne Applebaum: Between East and West: Across the Border Lands of Europe, pp. ix-xxi. (Sakai)
Tim Snyder, “Holocaust: The Ignored Reality,” New York Review of Books. (Sakai)

Week 3. Wilno, Vilna, Vilnius
Czesław Miłosz, Native Realm, pp. 7-35; 91-107. (Sakai)
Conversations with Czesław Miłosz, “Wilno,” pp. 41-57, “After the War,” pp. 90-98. (Sakai)
Applebaum, “Vilnius/Wilno,” pp. 57-70. (Sakai)

Week 4: Lwow, Lemberg, L’viv
Adam Zagajewski, Two Cities, pp. 1-68. (Sakai)
Applebaum, “Lviv/Lvov/Lwów,” pp. 199-218. (Sakai)
Omer Bartow, Erased, pp. XX
http://www.muzeum.gliwice.pl/en/radiostacja/

Week 5. Soviet Crimes in the Borderlands
FILM: “Katyn,” by Andrzej Wajda (2007).
http://www.wajda.pl/en/o_sobie.html

Louis Begley, selections from Wartime Lies (“The Warsaw Uprising”)

Week 6: Kraków/Cracow
Eva Hoffman, Lost in Translation, pp. 3-39; 82-89; 99-108; 131-133. (Sakai)

Week 7: Jewish-Polish Relations Before, During, and After World War II
Shimon Redlich, Together and Apart in Brzezany, pp. 1-13; 34-70; 141-165. (Sakai)
Mayer Kirshenblatt:  They Call Me Mayer July

Week 8: “Exile as a Journey,” visit by Anna Frajlich, Polish poet who left Poland in 1968.
Selections of Frajlich’s poetry. (Sakai)
Selections of Wysława Szymborska’s poetry, including, “The End and the Beginning.” (Sakai)
Selections of Czesław Miłosz’s poetry, including “Campo di Fiori.” (Sakai)

Week 9: Contested Memories I
Film: “Hiding and Seeking: Faith and Tolerance After the Holocaust,” by Oren Rudavsky and Menachem Baum (2003).

Week 10: Contested Memories II
Film: “Three Stories of Galicia” (2010) (or) “Aftermath” (2013)

Week 11: Contested Memories III
Alan Nadler, review of Ellen Cassedy, We Are Here: Memories of the Lithuanian Holocaust. (Sakai)
The Neighbors Respond: The Controversy over the Jedwabne Massacre in Poland, eds. Antony Polonsky, Joanna B. Michlic

Week 12: Contested Memories IV
Katherine A. Lebow: Unfinished Utopia: Nowa Huta, Stalinism and Polish Society: 1949-1956

Week 13: Conclusions

Etiquette: Students are expected to help create a classroom environment appropriate for effective learning. Students who conduct private conversations (either with a fellow student or using a cell phone), work on crossword puzzles, or read material not related to the class while the class is in progress distract the attention of the professor and fellow students from course material. It is critical that you do not engage in these activities. You will not receive credit for attending class if you are asked to leave because of rude or inappropriate behavior.
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