Naguib Mahfouz’s Egypt
AMESALL

Course Description: This course will introduce students to the fiction of Egypt’s Nobel Laureate Naguib Mahfouz (1911-2006). Mahfouz was the author of 35 novels, over 350 short stories, a dozen movie scripts and five plays. He lived through most of the major political events of the 20th century in Egypt: the age of high British colonialism, the 1919 and 1952 revolutions, the Arab-Israeli wars of 1967 and 1973 and the ‘open door’ years; the profound social and economic transformations of the 1980s beginning with the regime of President Anwar al-Sadat. Mahfouz wrote about most of these events from the perspective of everyday individuals struggling to cope with social change on an unprecedented scale. The themes he dealt with in his work range from the conflict between tradition and modernity, faith and freedom, ambition and social mobility and the existential crisis of the individual in the face of a corrupt and suffocating society. The scope of his storytelling and the loving detail with which he painted the many worlds of modern Egyptian society have earned him the status of Egypt’s greatest novelist. Many of his novels were made into films that have become classics of Egyptian cinema. We will read three of his novels over the course of the semester, paired with clips and full versions of the films that were adapted from his work, as well as historical and biographical material and documentary film. 
Course objectives: Students will come out of this course with a solid working knowledge of the major trends in Egypt’s modern cultural and political history, including the impact of colonialism, authoritarianism and neo-liberalism; the changing attitudes towards women, and the conflict between secularism and political Islam. They will become familiar with the broad range of Mahfouz’ work and gain insight into the enduring narrative of Egyptian identity that he constructed through his novels. Students will also explore the differences between literature and film as narrative genres and how they can be put to different cultural uses in the same social context. 
Course requirements: Students are required to read and prepare for discussion of all assigned materials in a timely fashion. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class meeting.  Each unexcused absence will result in a five point reduction of the attendance and participation grade. The written requirements for the class are 1) an in-class midterm 2) weekly online responses to discussion questions posted on Sakai 3) one 10 page final paper.
We will read the following full novels: 
1) Midaq Alley (1947)
2) Palace Walk (1956)
3) Children of the Alley (1959)
We will also watch the following film adaptations of Naguib Mafouz novels:
1) The Thief and the Dogs (Kamal al-Shaykh, 1962)
2) Adrift on the Nile (Husayn Kamal, 1971)
Grading breakdown:
1) Attendance and participation: 15%
2) Weekly discussion responses: 15%
3) Midterm: 30%
4) Final paper: 40%

Weekly Syllabus
Week 1: Introduction: Mahfouz’s Cairo
-Documentary Film: Living with the past in Old Cairo
-Selection from Max Rodenbeck, Cairo: The City Victorious.

Week 2: Mahfouz: the man and his work
-Selections from Rasheed El-Enany, Naguib Mafouz: His Life and Times.
-Selection from Michael Beard, Naguib Mafouz: From Local Fame to Global Recognition.

Weeks 3-4: The alley as an allegory of modernity 
-Novel: Midaq Alley (1947)
-Clips from film adaptation of Midaq Alley (Hassan Al-Imam, 1963)

Week 5: Egypt between occupation and revolution
-Selection from The Cambridge History of Egypt, vol. 2: M.W. Daly, “The British Occupation”; Selma Botman, “The Liberal Age, 1923-1952”.
-British Pathé newsreel footage of British occupied Cairo.

Weeks 6-7: Mahfouz and the narrative of Egyptian identity
-Novel: Palace Walk (1956).
-Clips from film adaptation of Palace Walk (Hasan Al-Imam, 1964).

Week 8: The revolution of 1952 and the era of Gamal Abd al-Nasser
-Selection from The Cambridge history of Egypt, vol.2: Alain Roussillon, “Republican Egypt Interpreted: the Revolution and Beyond”. 
-BBC Documentary: The Other Side of Suez.
-British Pathé documentary footage

Week 9-10: The revolution betrayed: the Politician and the Outlaw
-Film: The Thief and the Dogs (1962).
-Short selection from the original novel.

Week 11-12: Blasphemy, censorship and Mafouz’s critique of religion as a social order.
-Novel: Children of the Alley (1959).
-Peter Theroux, “Children of the Alley, A Translator’s Tale.”
-Paris Review, “The Art of Fiction, Naguib Mafhouz no. 129. Interviewed by Charlotte El-Shabrawy.

Week 13-14: Delusion and social dystopia: the 1967 War and the beginning of the end
-Film: Adrift on the Nile (1971).
-Short selection from original novel.
-British Pathé documentary footage

Week 15: Conclusion: Nobel and the ivory tower: Mahfouz and the Mubarak regime
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