THE HISTORY OF OIL 506:254
Spring 2010

Instructor: Toby C. Jones 





Van Dyck Hall 002B

Email: tobycjones@yahoo.com
Office Hours: Monday 11-12 or by appointment

Description:

Oil has long been the single most important commodity in the world, fuelling global industry, transportation, and communication. Given its importance, the pursuit of power and control over this prized resource has resulted in a complex and often violent history. This course will examine the political and economic history of oil over the 20th and into the 21st century, looking at oil’s impact on the rise and fall of empires, the fates of nation-states, its role in war, as well as its varied impact on social and cultural life. Oil’s history is a global one, touching almost every region of the planet. This course will attempt to address global trends and patterns, but the primary focus will be on the Middle East, the heartland of oil today and for the foreseeable future. In addition to looking at the political histories of oil, we will also consider some of the geologic, scientific, and economic aspects of oil as well as some of the pressing contemporary debates about energy security, American dependence on oil, and the future of resource scarcity. 

Reading:

Required Books
Daniel Yergin,
 
The Prize
Timothy Mitchell
Carbon Democracy
There will be additional (and significant) required readings throughout the course. I will scan and post these on our sakai website. You are required to do the assigned reading for the class meeting it is assigned. Readings will average around 50 pages per meeting, sometimes more, sometimes less.
Course Requirements:

Your grade in this course will be based on a combination of writing assignments and participation. I expect you to attend class and to participate in discussion. Attendance is not mandatory, but because participation will be a large part of your final evaluation, you should attend every meeting. Class-time will be devoted to discussing the readings and working through some of the themes and complexities of oil. In addition to discussion, I will show selected films, and other form of media, in class. 

In addition to your participation in discussion, you will also be responsible for three writing assignments. You will write two 5-7 page papers in response to questions I will assign. These will not be research papers, but will be response papers similar to take-home examination style essays. And, you will write a short 2 page op-ed essay, details for which I provide later in the semester.

Paper 1

30%

Paper 2

30%

Op-Ed


10%

Participation

30%

Grade Breakdown:

A

90-100

B+

87-89

B

80-86

C+

77-79

C

70-76

D

60-69

F

0-59
Week 1

January 20

Introduction: Beginnings and Questions

Readings:

The Prize, skim prologue through Chapter 5


Week 2

January 25

Into the Middle East

Readings:

The Prize, Chapters 6-8

January 27

War and Imperial Oil

Readings:

The Prize, Chapters 9-11

Week 3

February 1

Defining the Order of Oil

Readings:

The Prize, Chapters 12-14




Carbon Democracy, Introduction and Chapters 1-2

February 3

America’s Kingdom

Readings:
The Prize, Chapter 15


Carbon Democracy, 3-5

Vitalis, “Black Gold, White Crude: Race and the Making of the World Oil Frontier”

Week 4

February 8

Geology of Oil

Readings:

Jones, “Imperial Geology”
February 10

NO CLASS
Week 5

February 15

Oil’s Sisters


Readings:

The Prize, Chapters 20-22 
Khalidi, “Oil and the Origins of the Cold War,” Chapter 2, Sowing Crisis: The Cold War and American Dominance in the Middle East
February 17

Oil and the Cold War

Readings:

The Prize, Chapters 23-24




Carbon Democracy, Chapter 6

Week 6

February 22

Oil Nationalism

Readings:

The Prize, Chapters 25-26




Maugeri, The Age of Oil, Chapter 8

February 24

An All Boys Club?

Readings:

Rubino Queen of the Oil Club, Chapters 5-6

Week 7

March
1

Full Spectrum Dependency

Readings:

The Prize, Chapters 27-28

March 3

Oil Shock!

Readings:

The Prize, Chapters 29-31

Carbon Democracy, Chapter 7
Week 8

March 8

The Tyranny of Oil

Readings:

The Prize, Chapter 32

Karl, The Paradox of Plenty

Ross, “Does Oil Hinder Democracy?”

March 10

Shock and Revolution

Readings:

The Prize Chapters 33-35




Carbon Democracy, Chapter 8

BREAK

March 13-21

Week 9



March 22

Oil’s Collapse

Readings:

The Prize, Chapter 36




Maugeri, The Age of Oil, Chapter 11

March 24

Oil and War

Readings:

Kaldor, Karl, Said, Oil Wars, Introduction




Klare, Blood and Oil, Chapters 1-2



Jones, “America, Oil, and War in the Middle East”
Week 10

March 29

The Militarization of Oil 

Readings:

Jones, piece on infrastructure for CSSAAMES
March 31

Desert Storm

Readings:

The Prize, Chapter 37




Gause, The International Relations of the Persian Gulf, selections 

Week 11

April 5 

Desert Storm
Readings:

Aarts and Renner, “Oil and the Gulf War”




TBD

April 7 

The Oil Curse
Readings: 

Smith, Hard Times in the Land of Plenty, Chapter 3
Week 12

April 12

The Politics of Markets and Reserves

Readings:

Maugeri, The Age of Oil, Chapters 17-19

April 14

A War for Oil in Iraq?

Readings:

Gause, International Relations in the Persian Gulf, selections




Carapico & Toensing, “The Strategic Logic of the Iraq Blunder”

Week 13

April 19

The Politics of Oil from Below

Readings: 

Haykel on al-Qaeda and oil

April 21

21st Century Shock

Readings:

Maugeri, The Age of Oil, Chapter 15

Week 14

April 26

The Politics of Oil’s Peak

Readings:

Simmons, Twilight in the Desert, selections




Maugeri, The Age of Oil, Chapter 16




Vitalis, “Imperial Oil”

April 28

The Myth of Energy Security

Readings:

Klare, Resource Wars, selections




Klare, Rising Powers, Shrinking Planet, selections




Friedman, NYT selections (Foreign Policy Magazine)




Maugeri, The Age of Oil, Chapter 21

Week 15

May 3


A History of the Future

Readings:

Roberts, The End of Oil, selections




Maugeri, The Age of Oil, Chapter 20

May 5


Wrap Up & Review
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